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JO SPACH 

ng duly sworn, testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY MR. COOK 
(By Mr. Cook) Would you state your name and 
ma'am ? 

Jo Spach, i [DELETED] 

How old a person are you, Ms. Spach? 

Forty-seven. 

It's hell to be 50; I'm going to tell you that 
t that to look forward to. Who are you employed 
? 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. 

How long have you worked for them? 

Twenty-seven years. 

What do you do? 

Currently I'm a Public Relations Representative. 
What's that type of person; what do you do? 

My job responsibilities would include talking to 
ultural media, planning events for agricultural 
es and tobacco growers and also community 

Do you work with Peggy Carter? 

We are in the same office; we are not on the same 
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responding to some issue? 

A That would not be likely. 

Q In the last six months, the last four or five 
months ? 

A Unless--do you read a lot of agricultural 
publications? 

Q I read nothing else but. 

i MR. CRIST: I think he's pulling your-- 

MR. COOK: No, no, I'm a member of the 4-F 

Society--A-H. Sorry about that; that was a slip of 

the tongue. I apologize. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) I read your name somewhere, and I 
didn't bring the paper with me. 

A I'm not aware of being quoted in a national 
publication in the last six months. 

Q Did you take any calls or make any responses 
about the six year olds matching up the Joe Camel ads on 
cigarettes? 

A No, sir. 

Q Are you aware of that, the controversy over 
matching that up? 

A I'm aware of controversy over the Joe Camel 
campaign. 

Q The Joe Camel campaign has been a successful 
campaign; has it not? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q I don't understand that. There's something that 
misses me, that I don't understand. What is the attractive 
thing about a camel smoking cigarettes? How does tha t-- 
they pay obviously I think hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for billboard ads that has a picture of this camel on them. 

A Well, I'm not a marketing expert, and I don't 
smoke Camels so-- 

Q What? 

A I said that I don't smoke Camels and it's not 
that especially appealing to me. 

Q Why do you think they do that--I mean, these 
billboards with this picture of a camel on them? 

A I'm not really in the marketing end, and I don't 
know exactly what their criteria are. 

Q It doesn't make much sense to you? 

A Well, no, I'm not saying that. I just am not 
that much of an expert about marketing. 

Q Oh, I didn't ask you if you were an expert. I 
asked you what you thought. I'm just trying to find out. 
Some of these things seem to escape me. You see cigarette 
ads on buses; do you know that? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Do you ever really read them? 


A Not real 1y. 
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Q They just catch your attention; don't they? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Why do you think your cigarette company 
advertises? 

A Why do we advertise? 

Q Are you an expert on this by the way? 

A No. 

Q 1 Okay. 

A Thank you for reminding me but my understanding 

of our advertising is that we advertise to win smokers to 
our brands, current smokers to our brands and that makes 
sense to me because-- 

Q When did you arrive at that understanding, ma'am? 

A Well, I've been there a long time and that's 
basically been my understanding for a long time. 

Q Don't you think that you advertise so that you 
get more people to buy your product? 

A People that would be interested in smoking. 

Q I don't care whether they're interested; maybe 
they want to eat them. It makes no difference to me but 
the purpose for advertising--you spend a lot of money so 
you sell more product; isn't that true? 

A Well, our purpose for advertising is to attract 
smokers, adult smokers, to our brands. 


Q All right. So that you can make more money? 
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A No, he doesn't like menthol. 

Q Does your husband smoke? 

A Uh-uh. 

Q Did his friends smoke in your house when they 
would come over when they were in high school? 

MR. CRIST: The son's friends. 

THE WITNESS: The son's friends? 

1 MR. COOK: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: They do now. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) Yes, but they were always very law 
abiding and didn't smoke before? 

A Well, you asked me whether they smoked in my 
house before; they didn't. 

Q You don't think your son smoked when it was 
illegal for him to smoke? 

A Say that again, please. 

Q Most people I know who started smoking started 
smoking in their mid-teens, 15, 16, 17, things like that 
but what I understand now is that most people don't start 
until they're 18. Is that what-- 

MR. CRIST: Object to the form of the question. 

Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: Well, my son starting smoking 

shortly before--the reason I remember this so 


specifically is because the law changed in our 
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state right after he started smoking, and he came 
home complaining because he couldn't buy cigarettes; 
and he was soon to be 18, and I said, "Well, you'll 
just have to wait until you're 18 if that's the law." 
And I truly do not think he smoked before that. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) What is your understanding about 
the percentage of children who are under 18 who smoke? 

A : What is my understanding about the percentage-- 
well, I really don't know any numbers, but I'm aware that 
some people do smoke under 18. 

Q Do you think that smoking causes lung cancer? 

A No. 

Q If you did you wouldn't smoke; would you? 

A I might. 

Q' You might anyway? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Do you think that 1,000 people a day are killed 

from smoking cigarettes? 

A Well, I'm not an expert in that. 

Q I know. Do you think that right now? 

A No. 

Q If that were true would that be shocking to you, 
1,000 people a day? 

A Would it be shocking to me if it were proved to 


me that it was true that 1,000 people died of smoking a 
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day? I don't suppose that that would be very shocking 
given the awareness of the risks. 

Q Well, if 1,000 people a day were killed from 
drunken driving, would that bother you? 

A Well, it bothers me for 1,000 people to die a day 
from anything. 

Q People don't have to smoke; do they, Ms. Spach? 

A No. 

Q Anybody could quit, couldn't they, if they 
smoked? 

A As far as I know. 

Q Have you ever tried to quit? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q How many times have you quit? 

A* Well, early in--when I was dating my husband who 
didn't smoke, he wanted me to quit, and I tried a couple of 
times; and I didn't try very hard, and I didn't quit but 
then I guess it was maybe ten years ago I decided that I 
wanted to quit mainly because of the social pressure. A 
lot of our friends were not smoking, and we were on a trip 
with some of them that didn't smoke and so I asked myself 
if I really had to do that and decided I wanted to quit; 
and I quit very easily for a year. 

Q Why did you start again? 


A Well, we got into sort of a pressure situation at 
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work. We were in the midst of moving, and I had a lot of 
stress on me; and I noticed that I started grinding my 
teeth when I would feel tense. I had always enjoyed 
smoking, and I thought that smoking--I felt smoking relaxed 
me so I started smoking again. 

Q Do you ride on airplanes frequently? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q : Do you object to the no smoking on airplanes? 

A No. 

Q It's not a big problem to you? 

A No. 

Q Why do you think the cigarette industry objected 

to that so much? 

A Well, I think that it's more in line with people 
ought to have a choice and it's not necessary to regulate 
things that people can make their own decisions about. 

Q That's true, but I mean, it certainly—whether 

somebody smokes on an airplane or not, those two or three 
cigarettes aren't going to have a dramatic effect on the 
consumption of cigarettes in the United States; are they? 

A I wouldn't know any numbers on that. 

Q You wouldn't think it would. I mean, there are 
250 million of us in this country, and I don't think very 
many of us are on airplanes simultaneously. I really find 


it strange that the cigarette companies objected to that so 
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strenuously. Is it your recollection that they did object 
to that? 

A I objected to it, and I remember it as being an 
unfavorable issue personally and-- 

Q You objected to people not being able-- 

A The restrictions, right. 

Q And I guess you objected to the restrictions of 
people-not being able to smoke in the workplace? 

A Yes. 

Q But that doesn't have anything to do with the 

financial well-being of the cigarette company; that just 

has to do with everybody has a right to smoke somewhere, 
right? 

A My issue--my personal issue on that is a matter 
of freedom of choice, yes, because I think it can be worked 
out equitably for both sides. I think it's perfectly fine 
not to want to smoke. 

Q You don't have any objection to limiting the 
access of children to cigarettes; do you? 

A No. 

Q You think that's a good idea? 

A I think that children should not smoke. 

Q Why not? 

A Because they're developing and growing and there 


are a lot of things that children shouldn't do, Mr. Cook, 
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in my opinion that adults can do. 

Q Developing and growing, let's talk about that. 

Do you think that cigarette smoking is going to have any 
adverse effect upon their development or their growth? 

A I don't know. 

Q So there's nothing wrong with-- 

A But I wouldn't want them to drink either. I 

mean, you know, there are certain things that I think 
should be reserved as adult choices and may be risky. I'm 
not saying they're not. 

Q With respect to cigarette smoking, of course, as 
soon as they get old enough, and they understood them, they 
could just quit; couldn't they? You see, I have a hard 
time understanding. It seems to me to be logically 
inconsistent-- 

A I'm thinking-- 

MR. CRIST; Wait a minute. Let him finish the 
question--one at a time. 

MR. COOK; You shut up! 

MR. CRIST: What's that? 

MR. COOK: I said, "You shut up!" Don't 
interrupt me when I'm talking. 

MR. CRIST: No, no, no, she and you were 
talking-- 

MR. COOK: I don't want you to instruct her 
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Q So that means that--your answer is that you think 
cigarettes may be harmful to use? 

A I think--yeah, I think that it's pretty well 

understood that there's some risks involved with smoking. 

Q What do you understand the risks to be; you're an 
adult, and you work for the Tobacco Company? 

A Well, if you just read the warning labels on 
cigarettes-- 

Q Oh, no, I don't want you to read the warning 
labels. I want you to tell me what you understand the 
risks to be, what you think they are? 

A Okay. Well, not being a doctor or a scientist, 
my understanding of the risks is that if you're--if in your 
heredity you have a tendency toward lung disease, if might 
not be' a good idea to smoke. I understand it to be a risk 
for emphysema and some other diseases, that it's associated 
with it statistically and that's all I know. 

Q Who has told you it's associated with it 
statistically? 

A Well, I read the paper. 

Q Which paper did you read that in? 

A Lots of papers. 

Q And it says it's associated with it 
statistically? 

A That there is a statistical association with 
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A Well, I personally am not convinced that 
statistics prove cause and the Surgeon General's warning 
says, "Cause," and I personally disagree with that but it's 
the law so I think we should abide by it. 

Q I know but what I'm trying to find out is that 
when an adult makes a decision to smoke, it's an adult 
decision, right? 

A- Uh-huh. 

Q All right. You really don't believe if I 
understand you correctly that all of these things the 
Surgeon General says happened, that that's been proven; you 
don't believe that? 

A I don't believe that smoking has been proven to 
cause some of the diseases that it's associated with. 

Q‘ Then you don't appreciate that you may get--well, 

I believe you've already answered that. You don't think 
that you're going to get cancer from smoking? 

A Well, I don't think I am, but I don't think it's 
impossible either. 

Q You don't think other people are either, do you? 

A Would you repeat what you asked me? 

Q Sure. Do you think other people are going to get- 

cancer from smoking? 

A From smoking? 


Q Yes. 
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A No. 

A So as far as you're concerned, despite what the 
Surgeon General has said, there's no particular health 
reason for you to stop smoking; is that right? 

A Now you're talking about my personal smoking 

right now? 

Q Sure. Yes. 

A : And you're asking whether because of what the 

Surgeon General says I should stop? 

Q Yes, whether you think there's a health reason 

for you to stop. 

A Well, I think it makes me aware of a risk. 

Q Well, I know but do you think that the--do you 

believe in the risk? See, what I'm trying to find out-- 
you know, I'm sure there's a risk of the moon falling down 
on us. 

A Uh-huh. 

Q And as a matter of fact, I believe people have 

said that the world is going to end "last year" but it 
doesn't seem to have happened although I can't tell. I'm 
trying to see whether or not you think an adult person-- 
it's hard for you to think for somebody else, and I 
understand that but an adult person who is 25 years old may 
or may not want to smoke but if they do smoke you really 
don't think that they should think, "If I smoke I'm going 
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to get cancer"; you don't think that? 

MR. CRIST: Object to the form of the question. 

Go ahead if you understand it. 

THE WITNESS: If you're asking me if I think 
adult smokers should be made aware of the risks of 
smoking--is that your question? 

MR. COOK: No. 

- THE WITNESS: I'm not sure what you're asking me. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) I understand what they all say 

about the statistics and that there may be a risk. I 
understand all of that. I'm just trying to find out, 
should a smoker think that smoking causes cancer? 

MR. CRIST: Object to the form of the question. 

Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: All I can say is I think they 
should be made aware of the risks. I don't believe 
it's been proven that smoking causes cancer. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) Then smokers should not think that 
smoking causes cancer in your mind; you don't think that, 
do you? 

A No. 

Q And you don't think that anybody else in his 
right mind should think that? 

MR. CRIST: Object to the form. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) They can think what they want-- 
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2 A 

A I think that there is an awareness of the risks 
and there are the warnings on the packs and that adults, 
they need to choose if they're willing to take the risk. 

Q Well, your company never has said that smoking 
causes cancer; have they? 

A I don't believe that the company has ever said 
smoking causes cancer. 

Q And they haven't ever said that smoking was 
addictive; have they? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Do you think smoking is addictive? 

A Would you define--what's your definition of 
"addictive"? 

Q You know, that's really nice. Everybody asks me 
that. 'Now what do you think the term "burnt meat" means? 

A Burnt meat? 

Q Yes, it might mean something different to you and 
I; isn't that right? 

A Correct. 

Q Okay. Now do I have to explain every term that I 
ask you? 

MR. CRIST: I object to that, Bruce, as being 

argumentative. 

Q (By Mr. Cook) Does addictive mean something to 

you? 
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A Yes, and that's why I asked what it meant to you 
before I answered the question. 

Q No, but see, I'm not answering the questions and 
the only thing that you can answer, ma'am, is what you 
think it means. 

A Okay. 

Q You can't say-- 

A : Ask me the question. 

Q Okay. Do you think cigarette smoking is 
addictive? 

A In defining addictive as being able--as changing 
somebody's ability to think clearly, no, I do not think 
cigarettes are addictive. 

Q Okay. Do you think that they are habituating? 

A' Yes. 

Q What does habituating mean to you? 

A To me a definition of a habit is something that 

you do so regularly that it just comes kind of natural to 
you, and you can give it up if you want to but it might be 
difficult because it might be hard to change. 

Q Which one of those words would a compulsive 
behavior be, addictive or habituating, or both? 

A I'm not that--I don't have that good of an 
understanding of compulsive behavior. I mean, it's not 
that I don't know a definition of the word. I hear the 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, Sandra Harper, Notary Public in and for the County 
of Forsyth, State of North Carolina at Large, do hereby 
certify: 

That there appeared before me the foregoing witness at 
the time and place herein aforementioned; 

That the said witness was sworn by me to state the 
truth, 1 the whole truth and nothing but the truth in said 
case ; 

That the testimony was taken before me by stenomask 
and thereafter reduced to typewriting under my supervision, 
and the foregoing twenty-six (26) pages contain a full, 
true and correct record of all the testimony given by said 
witness; 

That the undersigned is not of kin, nor in any wise 
associated with any of the parties to said cause of action, 
nor their counsel, and that I am not interested in the 
event thereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this 12th day of October, 1992. 
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WITNESS ERRATA SHEET 

Upon review of the transcription of my testimony, 
the following changes and/or corrections should be 
made to my depositions 
PAGE * LINE * REASON FOR CHANGE 


Case 

Caption 


Case 
* Caption 


Delete all defendants except 
* "CHARLES KUF.PER" _ 


Case 
» Caption 


* 7 - 1/2 


19 


Change "Plaintiffs" to "Plaintiff" 


Change defendants to "R. J. REYNOLDS 


TOBACCO CO., et al." 


Change "R.J.R." to "R. J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co." 


Add "R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co." after 
title for Daniel W. Donahue 
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